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Leading for Educational Excellence!

BACK IN SESSION!

* Multiple Disabilities * TVLA * Preschool *

* STEAM Powered Learning * The Learning Center *
6000 Youngstown Warren Rd. • Niles, Ohio 44446 • Phone: (330) 505-2800 • Fax: (330) 505-2814 • www.TRUMBULLESC.ORG

Congratulations to our outstanding schools & staff for again earning state recognition!
TCESC
Preschool Program

2017-18

5-STAR

Award Winner

Bristol * Champion * Girard * Howland * Hubbard * Joseph Badger * LaBrae * Lakeview * Liberty * Lordstown * Warren

TCESC Educator
The Trumbull County Educational Service Center Educator
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of our students, staff, partnering school districts and local
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Public and Community Relations Coordinator
kate.keller@trumbullesc.org
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(330) 505-2800 ext. 189
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Denise Domhoff
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Allen Ryan
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Michael Hanshaw, Superintendent
michael.hanshaw@trumbullesc.org
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lori.simione@trumbullesc.org
Robert Marino Jr., Assistant Superintendent
robert.marino@trumbullesc.org
Kathleen Vilsack, Director of Pupil Services
kathleen.vilsack@trumbullesc.org

From Superintendent

Michael Hanshaw

Welcome to another school
year, and the October edition of
the TCESC Educator.
The past several weeks have
been a busy time for the TCESC,
as I’m sure it has been for all of
our partner Trumbull County public school districts.
We opened The Learning Center in Liberty. Our
preschool program, already recognized by the Ohio
Department of Education as being top rated based on
Step Up To Quality criteria, has been enhanced and is
expanded to include a new site at Badger Elementary.
In August, our TVLA program partnered with
FuelEd to provide our students with an advanced
online learning program.
We have established a “Bring Your Own Device”
lab that seats 40 people at the TCESC, remodeled a
conference room and installed two mini-computer
labs.
We are offering a more intensive program for
social and emotional support for students in our
classroom units in partnership with the Trumbull
County Mental Health and Recovery Board.
As we continue to expand and generate additional
opportunities for students in Trumbull County public
schools, the TCESC staff and our governing board are
committed to continual evaluation and growth to
support our partner districts. We look forward to
another great and successful year.

Bryan O’Hara, Director of Curriculum Instruction
bryan.ohara@trumbullesc.org
Carlotta Sheets, Supervisor,
Human Resources & Communications
carlotta.sheets@trumbullesc.org
Christopher M. Hubinsky
Technology Administrator
chris.hubinsky@trumbullesc.org

Save the Date

Innovative Day
November 6
Warren G. Harding High School, Warren
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With the start of the new school year, the Trumbull County Educational Service Center has
made changes and updated programs to meet the evolving needs of our aligned Trumbull
County public schools and the students we serve.
We have provided some highlights in this edition of the TCESC Educator.

Online Learning: TVLA partners with FuelEd
The TCESC’s Trumbull Virtual Learning
Academy, known as TVLA, earlier this year
partnered with Fuel Education — an online
experience that offers students blended and
personalized learning opportunities.
The partnership that started Aug. 1 offers
our aligned Trumbull County public schools
two options.
With the first option, districts are able to
obtain a site license; access the FuelEd library;
and use their own coordinator and teachers.
The second option gives school districts use of
our TCESC TVLA teachers and allows students
to have access to a TCESC TVLA mentor.
“I think some people might have the wrong
impression about online learning, and in this
case TVLA,” said Pam Petrusko, TCESC TVLA
mentor.
For example, Jonathan Lagaras, 17, a senior
at Champion High School, is using TVLA to help
him acquire an additional science credit that he
wasn’t able to earn while visiting France as a
foreign exchange student last year.
“It’s been a big help so I can get the credit I
need, that I wasn’t able to earn last year,” said
Lagaras, shown with Petrusko in the bottom
right photo on the cover of this edition of the
TCESC Educator.
Courses are available for English language
arts, mathematics, science, social studies and
world languages. Students also have several
electives from which to choose.

“TVLA has been a big help so I can get the credit
I need, that I wasn’t able to earn last year.”
— Jonathan Lagaras, 17, Champion High School

Dr. William Young, supervisor, TCESC Curriculum & Instruction/
TVLA Coordinator, with members of his team, finalizes plans for
TVLA (Trumbull Virtual Learning Academy) for the 2018-2019
school year.

For more information about TVLA or FuelEd,
contact Dr. William Young, TVLA Coordinator,
at william.young@trumbullesc.org. To register
students and obtain more information about the
course offerings and staff, visit the TVLA page
at https://www.trumbullesc.org/VLA.aspx.
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Welcome To

E.J. Blott Building at Liberty Schools
4003 Shady Road, Liberty Township

The Learning Center has 6 classrooms:
2: TAP (Transitional Adjustment Program)
1: APP (Alternative Placement Program)
1: STEP (Student Therapeutic Educational Program
1: Traditional ED Classroom
1: Specialized Low Incidence Program

TCESC opens new learning center for students with special needs
LIBERTY — Parents, community members, school
leaders and local officials joined the Trumbull County
Educational Service Center for the Aug. 28 open house
at The Learning Center.
The Learning Center, located at Liberty Schools’ E.J.
Blott Building, is TCESC’s new designated site for
serving Trumbull County public school students with
multiple disabilities and emotional disturbances.
Previously, the students attended classes located in
school districts throughout Trumbull County.
However, with the start of the 2018-19 school year,
and in partnership with Liberty Schools, the TCESC
relocated these classrooms to the new center.

Moving all of the classrooms to a central location
allows the TCESC to provide a higher level of service
to students, including on-site mental health counselors and other services such as speech, physical and
occupational therapies, explained Kathleen Vilsack,
TCESC Pupil Services Director.
“Our hope is that students who attend The Learning
Center develop the skills necessary to successfully
transition to other school program environments.”
The Learning Center also allows our teachers and
aides to work more collaboratively with one another,
which will enhance their day-to-day instruction, said
Vilsack.

Above: Terri West, TCESC Intervention Specialist,
helps students at The Learning Center, from left,
Brittany Stevens, 15, Jazmyne Clark, 14 and Alexis
Lindholm, 15, with an assignment. Photo at right:
Dozens of officials and community leaders turned
out for the TCESC’s Aug. 28 open house at The
Learning Center. Among those in attendance
were, shown here from left, Kathleen Vilsack,
director, TCESC Pupil Services; Melissa Starkey,
supervisor, TCESC emotionally disturbed program; TCESC Superintendent Michael Hanshaw;
Liberty Schools Board of Education members
Diane DeVito and Calvin Jones; Liberty Schools
Superintendent Joe Nohra; and Michelle Tul, supervisor TCESC Multiple Disabilities Program.
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Early learning
TCESC Preschool Program
expands to meet increasing demands
The Trumbull County Educational Service Center’s Preschool Program continues to be recognized
by the state as a top-ranking, five-star initiative.
With the 2018-19 school year, our preschool program grew from 11 to 12 sites with the addition
of a new location at Badger Elementary School. Program hours have changed at some of our sites and
several classes have been relocated within their same school buildings to better accommodate them.
Our preschool at Champion has been moved to the district’s new PK-8 complex.
The TCESC preschool program offers preschool services to both typically developing and students
with disabilities. We have classrooms in 11 Trumbull county districts, in 12 different buildings. Girard,
LaBrae, Lakeview and Champion each have two classrooms.
This year, staffing has increased and the program is now operated with 19 teachers—16 who are
center based and three who are full-time itinerant teachers — and 16 assistants
Most of our preschool classrooms are at full enrollment with 16 students, including eight with
disabilities and eight typically developing. The exception is LaBrae, which has 17 typically developing
students who meet criteria for Early Childhood Entitlement funding. Morning and afternoon sessions
exist in five classroom sites: Bristol, Girard, Howland, Lordstown and Warren’s Willard PK-8 School.
Joseph Badger’s Badger Elementary, Hubbard, Liberty, Lakeview, LaBrae and Warren’s McGuffey PK-8
have full-day classrooms.

TCESC preschool teachers, Becky Lewis, above,
and Julia Kidle, at left, work on classroom skill
activities with students in their TCESC preschool
classes at Lakeview High School and Warren’s
Willard PK-8 School, respectively. The TCESC now
has preschool classrooms in 11 Trumbull County
districts, in 12 different buildings. This year, a
location opened at Badger Elementary School.
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efore the first bell rings at the beginning of each new
school year, the Trumbull County Educational Service
Center shifts into gear to equip school bus drivers to safely
transport students each day.
“August is a busy time of the year. Parents, students,
teachers, school administrators, everyone’s focused on
getting ready for the start of school,” said Sue Shutrump,
supervisor, TCESC occupational and physical therapy
department.
Last month, the TCESC helped hundreds of school bus
drivers complete the professional learning hours they are
required to take each year.
More than 80 drivers participated in the bus safety and
evacuation training Aug. 16 at the TCESC in Niles that was
specific to students with special needs.
“This evacuation training is invaluable to us. This allows
our drivers and attendants to get the hands-on training
they need in order to be able to evacuate their special
needs students safely and efficiently should the need
occur,” said Lisa Thomas, driver supervisor, Community
Bus Services-Trumbull.
Meanwhile, a training at Lakeview High School with
some 200 bus drivers in attendance incorporated various
topics including safety on the road, student health and
safety guidelines, interacting with students and functioning with social media on the bus.
“The training was well-received by the drivers in
attendance,” said Carlotta Sheets, supervisor, TCESC
Human Resources Department. Sheets facilitated the
training at Lakeview.

Kara Sheesley, left, a TCESC occupational therapist, with help
from Geri Crush, TCESC physical therapist, moves her 8-yearold daughter Naomi from the back of a bus at the TCESC in
Niles during the Aug. 16 bus safety/evacuation training in
which more than 80 bus drivers participated.

“This evacuation training
is invaluable to us.”
— Lisa Thomas, driver supervisor,
Community Bus Services-Trumbull
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Student well-being drives TCESC
supervisor to focus on safety

For Sue Shutrump, there’s nothing to second guess

about safety when it comes to transporting students to
and from our Trumbull County public schools.
“It’s priority,” explained the Trumbull County Educational Service Center’s longtime supervisor of occupational
and physical therapy.
“There’s a lot that goes into it. When you think about
going back to school, many people think about academics
and curriculum, staffing, school supplies. But often transportation isn’t something that comes to mind right away.”
That’s not the case for Shutrump, who oversees safety/
evacuation training each year for those drivers operating
the buses that transport TCESC’s students with special
needs. The safety and well-being of students she serves
is foremost on Shutrump’s mind.
Earlier this year, Shutrump was recognized for her
commitment to the students she serves when she received
the Peter J. Grandolfo Memorial Award of Excellence.
Grandolfo, a former NAPT (National Association for
Pupil Transportation) board member and director of the
transportation department for Chicago Public Schools, was
dedicated to the special needs transportation community.
Shutrump received the recognition July 15 at the School
Transportation News Expo in Reno, Nevada.
"What Sue can identify regarding keeping children safe
on a school bus is remarkable,” said Kathleen Vilsack,
director, TCESC pupil services.
“There are things that would not normally stand out
when carrying students to and from school. But they can
definitely be of a high level of concern when dealing with
special needs students. Providing opportunities for Sue to
share her knowledge with transportation supervisors in
Trumbull County districts and with superintendents is of
high priority in the pupil services department."

Sue Shutrump, OT/PT supervisor for TCESC, center, holds the 2018 Peter
Grandolfo Memorial Award of Excellence she received earlier this year
for her dedication to special needs transportation. Also shown are Linda
Grandolfo, widow of award namesake Peter Grandolfo, left, and Lisa
Nippolt, right, of award sponsor Q’Straint/Sure-Lok.

Shutrump, a certified CPST (Child Passenger Safety
Technician) instructor, has facilitated a number of
seminars and professional learning opportunities.
She has written several articles for various publications.
Shutrump contributed the chapter “Best Practices in
Safe Transportation” to an American Occupational
Therapists Association textbook. She has led training
teams at the STN EXPO and the TSD (Transporting
Students with Disabilities) Conference. She served on
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Child
Safety Restraint Systems (NHTSA CSR) school buses
curriculum writing committee and on both revision
committees, and was consultant on a video series that
the NHTSA used for training.

Far left: Some 80 drivers
participated in the Aug. 16
bus safety/evacuation training at the TCESC in Niles.
Immediate left: TCESC HR
Supervisor Carlotta Sheets
introduces Patrol Sgt. Barry
Thompson of the Ohio State
Highway Patrol during n
training for bus drivers. The
TCESC conducted the Aug. 16
training, which was held at
Lakeview High School, to
help current district drivers
complete the four hours of
training they are required to
take each year. About 200
people attended the event
that was facilitated by
Sheets.
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LESSON PLAN
2018 Trumbull County Administrators’ Conference looks
at SEL, personalized learning and culture of innovation
It takes only 30 seconds to build culture, and that
“is the foundation for transforming schools,” said
Thomas Murray, keynote speaker at this year’s
Trumbull County Administrators’ Conference.
Murray challenged the Trumbull County public
school leaders who attended the conference to
build relationships with their students, staff and
each other. He said the smallest interaction with
someone can encourage an individual, make his
or her day and even be life changing – resulting in
a culture where students and staff can flourish.
Murray, director of Innovation for Future Ready
Schools, a project of the Alliance for Excellent Education in Washington D.C., discussed digital and
personalized learning. About 180 public school
leaders from Trumbull County attended the twoday event in August.

Clockwise from top: Thomas Murray, director of Innovation
for Future Ready Schools, a project of the Alliance for Excellent
Education in Washington D.C., discusses digital learning at
TCESC’s 2018 Administrators’ Conference in Geneva. About
180 Trumbull County public school leaders attended the twoday event. TCESC Superintendent Michael Hanshaw, at the
podium, welcomes school leaders to the August conference.
Chris Hubinsky, standing at left in photo above, and NEOMIN
Director Brian Greathouse, also standing, discuss technology
and privacy in education.
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Changing Culture. Building Common Bonds.
Working Together. Establishing Relationships.
Warren City Schools Superintendent Steve Chiaro, shown
in the top photo at right, next
to podium, discusses the impact
of Social and Emotional Learning (SEL). CASEL (Collaborative
for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning) defines SEL as
the process through which we
apply the knowledge, attitudes
and skills necessary to understand and manage emotions,
set and achieve positive goals,
to feel and show empathy for
others, establish and maintain
positive relationships and make
decisions. To be effective, SEL
requires a strategic, systemic
approach that involves everyone – from district and school
leaders to community partners
to family members – working
together to ensure students
receive the support they need.
At this year’s Trumbull County
Administrators’ Conference,
school leaders participated in
several activities designed to
demonstrate how to change
culture, build common bonds,
work together and establish
relationships.
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Learning Curve

Putting words into action at TCESC
Professional Learning Days

Coming next issue
Inside look at

STEAM Powered Learning
Update on

Striving Readers
More on

Innovative Day
What’s new at

TCESC
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