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The Trumbull County Educational Service Center
— an ODE High Performing ESC—

Making strides with Striving Readers

,
‘ Bone Appetit!’

As the TCESC Curriculum and Instruction Department continues working with local public
educators to improve literacy in our early childhood primary classrooms, Victoria Brown, literacy coach at Weathersfield’s Seaborn Elementary,
is assisting teachers and students with the implementation of explicit phonemic awareness instruction.
The Striving Readers Grant has supported our
students and staff with providing data to drive
personalized instruction to close reading gaps.
The adolescent component of the Striving
Readers Grant that will focus on explicit vocabulary instruction will kick off this May and will catapult our ESC into serving and providing our middle school and high school teachers with the
knowledge needed to build strong, long-lasting
vocabulary supports.
See page 3 for more.

TCESC students from The Learning Center treat canines
to homemade dog biscuits as part of daily living activity
For students at The Learning Center, making dog biscuits for the canines at
the Animal Welfare League shelter in Vienna was about more than giving treats
to their new furry friends.
“It was an opportunity for the students to practice daily living cooking
skills,” explained Carrie Earls, an intervention specialist with the TCESC.
Earls’ students spent the first three weeks of January making and freezing
the dog biscuits. Then, the last week of January, they took a field trip to the
shelter and toured the facility. They also learned about the different volunteer
and competitive employment positions at the shelter.
The students donated all of the dog biscuits they made and had an opportunity to feed some of the treats to the dogs before leaving the shelter.
More photographs on page 4.
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Congratulations to our outstanding schools & staff for again earning state recognition!
TCESC
Preschool Program

2017-18

5-STAR

Award Winner

Bristol * Champion * Girard * Howland * Hubbard * Joseph Badger * LaBrae * Lakeview * Liberty * Lordstown * Warren
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From Superintendent

Michael Hanshaw
Congratulations to our top three
Prep Bowl teams — McDonald’s
Roosevelt Elementary, LaBrae Middle
School and Champion High School.
We’re very proud of their hard
work and dedication as the TCESC hosts the competition
each year.
Here at the TCESC, we continue to provide our public
school districts in Trumbull County the resources to
enhance the day-to-day curriculum needs of their students as well as professional learning opportunities for
their staff, including teachers and administrators.
The $1.2 million Striving Readers Grant awarded to us
by the Ohio Department of Education last year is serving
as a game-changer for the literacy needs of our elementary schools. You can read more about that on our current
cover and on page 3 of this edition of the EDUCATOR.
Upcoming in the month of March, TCESC’s Business
Advisory Council is partnering with AT&T to conduct a
job fair/job shadowing event for students across Trumbull County public schools to provide career readiness
experience. This is just one example of the outstanding
partnership opportunities that we have developed here
at the TCESC. We look forward to the many educational
opportunities designed to benefit the students we serve
throughout the remainder of the 2018-19 school year.

SAVE THE DATE
JA/AT&T Job Fair at TCESC
Wednesday, March 27, 2019
———————————————————————————————————————-

Civic Day
Friday, March 29, 2019
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TC public schools put
words into action with

‘Striving Readers’
Last year, the Ohio Department of Education
awarded a consortium made up of Trumbull County
Educational Service Center preschools and six public
school districts in Trumbull County a $1.2 million
grant to help improve student literacy.
The funding, provided through Ohio’s Striving
Readers Comprehensive Literacy Grant, is helping
public school educators in Trumbull County advance
the language and literacy skills among students in
preschool through grade 12.
The TCESC consortium includes the school districts of Lakeview, Lordstown, Joseph Badger,
Weathersfield, Newton Falls and Southington.
ODE announced the grant recipients May 23,
2018. Since then, the TCESC Curriculum and Instruction Department has been working with our partner
schools to put into place the tools and resources
necessary to advance literacy across Trumbull
County.
“To say that our teachers are elated with the
impact the Striving Readers Grant has made within our district would be an understatement,” said
Joseph Badger Superintendent Edwin Baldwin.
“The process yields strategies that can be implemented that very same day!”
In all, the state awarded $33 million to 46 school
districts and consortiums of districts.
The goal of the three-year grant is to focus on
serving the greatest numbers of students living in
poverty, students with disabilities, English learners
and students identified as having a reading disability, according to ODE.
Locally, the funding is being used for high-quality,
professional development in language and literacy
for teachers, administrators and members of the
TCESC Department of Curriculum and Instruction.
Baldwin said his district’s kindergarten teachers
are reaping benefits at a staggering rate.
“Further, our teachers are enjoying collaborating
with other educators as other districts in the county
are recognizing similar needs and are naturally implementing similar strategies. We are most grateful
to participate in this opportunity,” he said.

Literacy coach Victoria Brown works on a literacy challenge/
activity with one of her students at Weathersfield’s Seaborn
Elementary School.

From left, Lordstown Superintendent Terry Armstrong, Joseph Badger Superintendent Edwin Baldwin, Lauren DeJulio, TCESC C&I supervisor, and the United Way of Trumbull County’s Ginny Pasha discuss
the collaborative efforts of the United Way and the TCESC consortium made of several local public school districts to improve literacy
among Trumbull County’s public school children. This meeting held
at the TCESC in Niles included several local educators.

“We are very grateful for all of the hard work the
TCESC and teachers from the six schools have put into
obtaining this grant,“ said Newton Falls Superintendent Paul Woodard. “I believe the focus on phonics
and phonemic awareness is exactly what is needed to
help our young readers.
“I believe the leadership and direction we have received from Angie (Guarnieri) and Lauren (DeJulio)
has been excellent and I know this will make a difference with our students!”
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Givin’ the dogs
some bones ...
Students in Carrie Earls’ class at
The Learning Center in Liberty
recently made dog biscuits
that they then delivered to the
Animal Welfare League shelter
in Vienna.
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#TRUE
BLUE!

TCESC, public education community
rev up support for GM Lordstown

Although General Motors has officially halted production at its assembly complex in Lordstown, the community doesn’t plan to stop
rallying in support of the plant that has remained a fixture in the Mahoning Valley more than 50 years.
Supporters lined up with their GM vehicles at Lordstown Elementary School as a show of solidarity for the “Drive It Home” campaign
to save Lordstown. The community is remaining “True Blue” by
dressing in blue.
Challenge 24 Winners
Thousands of school children across the Valley have written letters to GM CEO Mary Barra, pleading with her to spare the plant from
closure.
The Trumbull County Superintendents’ Association drafted its
own correspondence to Ms. Barra, stating,
“The idling of this plant will serve as nothing less
than a detriment to our entire region as well as the
country as a whole. The impact will extend far beyond the more than 1,600 individuals soon to be unemployed or displaced by this shutdown.”
(Read the letter in its entirety.)

TCESC staff, below, go #TRUEBLUE!
to proudly support GM LORDSTOWN

This TCESC photograph taken Tuesday, March 5, outside Lordstown Elementary School is among several
circulating in the news and social media demonstrating the community’s support of the local General Motors Assembly Complex. Some 150 people gathered and formed a line in front of GM vehicles.
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Michelle Tul
TCESC Multiple Disabilities Program Supervisor
“Every child is gifted.
They just unwrap their
packages at different times."
— Unknown

EDUCATION: Bachelor’s Degree in special education, Youngstown State University; Master's Degree; licensed

to teach special education, K-12; administrative specialist license; certified crisis prevention; intervention instructor; OTES evaluator; and PBIS trainer.
WHY EDUCATION: When I began college, I was pursuing a degree in child psychology/clinical psychology. I
had an interest in working with challenging youth in a clinical setting. In my sophomore year, I had taken a foundations in special education course that required classroom observations in several special education classrooms.
I was inspired with the excitement and compassion these teachers had for meeting the needs of all the students, no
matter what level of severity. During that summer, I worked as a camp counselor at the Mahoning County MRDD
Program at Leonard Kirtz School. It was then that I decided to change my major. I spent 25 wonderful years in a
classroom with some of the most wonderful students, assistants and therapists. When I was hired by my then supervisor, Kathleen Vilsack, I told her that someday I hoped to fill her shoes. Four years ago, the opportunity presented itself. The rest is history.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: Because I had finished school in December, I began working as a substitute and
at Youngstown Developmental Center as an adult education teacher with adults with disabilities. In the fall of
1990, I was hired as a multi-handicapped teacher by the Trumbull County Board of Education. I also continued to
work as a home instruction and YDC adult educator on a part-time basis after school and on weekends. After five
years, I started my family and left my part-time positions, but continued to work for the Trumbull County Board.
Several years ago, the Trumbull County Board of Education evolved into what is currently the Trumbull County
Educational Service Center. I worked as a multi-handicapped/multiple disabilities teacher for 25 years in 3-8 and
K-4 classrooms in the LaBrae School District. Four years ago, I decided that the time had come to take on the role
as a leader in our department. With the continuing support of my still supervisor on a higher level, I took on a new
roles as the TCESC Multiple Disabilities Program Supervisor. This year I am also excited to be a part of the Learning Center as well as the coordinator for TCESC Special Olympics.
TCESC SERVICE: Hired by the Trumbull County Board of Education in August 1990 as a multi-handicapped
teacher in a consortium classroom; hired by the TCESC August 2015 as the Multiple Disabilities Program Supervisor.

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:

-Managing day-to-day issues in 19 MD classrooms throughout Trumbull County that service approximately
160 students grades K-12, including a classroom that specializes in autism, a medically fragile classroom at
Fairhaven, a transitional classroom at TCTC, and a specialized transitional classroom for low incidence students
-Evaluating classroom teachers using OTES
-Managing and evaluating 50+ classroom assistants, including those that serve in classrooms outside of the MD
program such as Fairhaven; managing substitutes in the MD program as needed
-Reviewing IEPs and ETRs and appropriately placing students in MD classrooms from all Trumbull County
school districts to meet their educational needs
-Attending IEP and ETR meetings and occasionally writing an IEP
-Working with outside agencies to meet individual student needs (behavior, transition, etc.)
-Coordinating transportation and handling transportation problems
-Attending professional development opportunities and county special education supervisor meetings to stay
current on updated polices and procedures.
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And the 2019 TCESC Prep Bowl Champions Are ...
Congratulations to our 2019 Prep Bowl
winners: Champion High School, LaBrae
Middle School and McDonald’s Roosevelt
Elementary School.
Each year, students from elementary
through high school are tested on different
subject areas during the TCESC’s academic
competition.
The junior high competition for seventhand eighth-graders kicked off the competition in February. LaBrae Junior High School
placed first, with Howland Middle School
ranking as the runner-up. McDonald’s Roosevelt Elementary won the elementary
school competition Feb. 23. Hubbard Elementary School was the runner-up. On
March 2, Champion won the high school
bowl with Maplewood the runner-up.
Each year, the annual academic challenge
includes a double-elimination setup covering subjects in fine arts, social studies/
geography, and math and science.
Students from Trumbull County public
schools participate at three levels: elementary (fifth and sixth grades); junior high
(seventh and eighth grades); and high school
(ninth to 12th grades).
At right, Prep Bowl teams from Champion High
School, top, LaBrae Middle School, center, and
McDonald’s Roosevelt Elementary School, bottom, won this year’s TCESC Prep Bowl in their
respective categories.

Liberty’s Dominic Nohra wins 2019 TCESC Spelling Bee
Dominic Nohra, center, a student at Liberty’s W.S. Guy Jr.
High, claimed the top spot at the annual Trumbull County Educational Service Center Spelling Bee Feb. 27 when he correctly spelled the word “cozen.” He is shown here with Marcy Angelo of the Youngstown-Warren Regional Chamber and TCESC
Assistant Superintendent Robert Marino.
Runner-up was Daniel Fadi Naddour from John F. Kennedy
Lower Campus. The additional eight in the Top Ten received
ribbons: Mackenzie Sambroak - McDonald’s Roosevelt Elementary School; Devon Grant - Liberty Guy Jr. High ; Zavier
Taff - Warren’s Willard PK-8; Bella Rodriguez - Girard Middle
School; Calise Fambro - Warren’s Jefferson PK-8.
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Lakeview team’s new pizza soon to hit Trumbull County
A team of Lakeview Middle School students has developed a new pizza concept that soon will be available to Pizza Joe’s customers throughout Trumbull County.
The team, made up of Ava Bacon, Lucas Easton, Isabella
Isenberg and Will Kirila, recently met with Pizza Joe’s to
sample several variations of the pizza and decide what ingredients to include in the final product.
The Lakeview team was among 43 to participate in a
Dec. 14 JA Innovation Challenge, an entrepreneurial workshop at Kent State University at Trumbull sponsored by the
TCESC in collaboration with Junior Achievement of Mahoning Valley.
Lakeview Middle School Principal Ashley Handrych
said the collaboration for Innovation Day “was a wonderful
experience” for students that “provided an authentic way
to practice a wide variety of soft and entrepreneurial
skills.”
Teams of 5th- and 6th-grade students from Champion,
Howland, Lakeview and Niles participated.
TCESC’s Denise Holloway, supervisor, Trumbull Student
Assistance Consortium, said “students walked away from
this day with a sense of pride and accomplishment in their
newly-developed skillset.”
“The TCESC is truly fortunate to have such a strong relationship with Junior Achievement of the Mahoning Valley,”
she added. “It has been such a privilege to unite students
and stakeholders within our community to create a product centered around the creative ideas of young students.
We are extremely thankful for the contributions made by
Pizza Joe’s at JA’s Innovative Challenge.”
The 152 students learned how to do market research,
develop a new product and market it. Eight teams were
chosen as semi-finalists to present their concepts to Pizza
Joe’s.

Teams from Niles Middle School – Savanna Court,
Ryan Lanham, Vincent McCullough and Sammi Wells –
and – Jacob Holloway, Brian Jones, Addison Odille and
Elizabeth Rossi, placed second and third, respectively.
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Out & About
with TCESC C&I

It’s been a busy season for the
TCESC Curriculum and Instruction
Team. Our C&I supervisors have
been out and about in the community, overseeing professional learning opportunities and participating in workshops and seminars designed to enhance the day-to-day
needs of our partnering Trumbull
County public schools and the students we all work collaboratively
to serve.

Trumbull County music teachers learn drum circle strategies at a recent TCESC
Music Teachers Workshop at SMARTS (Students Motivated by the Arts) community art school in Youngstown.

TCESC Art Teachers' Workshop at Butler Institute
of American Art.

Trumbull County Physical Education Teachers learning Yoga techniques at a
TCESC Physical Education Workshop at YSU .

Supervisors from the TCESC Curriculum and Instruction Department put literacy into action during an off-site “Striving Readers” seminar.

9

