T HE FLASH BACK
Flash Back...Do You Remember When?

Autumn Thoughts….by Ruby Ramsey
Issue 18

There is beauty in each of the seasons, but I want to concentrate on fall.

Fall 2013

After the hot muggy days of summer, it is refreshing to feel the cooler days
of fall.
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awaiting being used as happy jack-o-lanterns for Halloween.
The leaves on the trees are turning bright reds and golds.
The corn in the fields is turning brown, and you can bet
folks are asking for some corn stocks to put corn shocks beside their doors.
Mothers are baking apple pies, and the kids are drinking cider.
The cold days of winter are just around the corner,
but before we must deal with them,
we can certainly enjoy the beautiful days of autumn.

Items to remember:
Any photos or memorabilia to
share with the Champion Alumni Association?
Become a member of the
Alumni Association
Donate to the scholarship fund
Items to put in “Flash Back”
email carolyn.stear@neomin.org

“ Anyone who stops
learning is old, whether
at 20 or 80. Anyone who
keeps learning stays
young. The greatest
thing in your life is to
keep your mind young.”

~Henry Ford

The pumpkins are lying in the field…. bright orange,

Alumni Openhouse in Flash Back Room at CHS
Step through the “portal to the past, present and future” when you visit the Flash Back
Room at Champion High School on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2013. The new “home” of the
Champion Alumni Assn. will be Room 43 by the auditorium at the high school and we are inviting anyone interested to come and see the first stage of the opening of our room.

Cherished Memories from 2013 Hall of Fame
Some of our 2013 Hall of Fame inductees
have shared their favorite memories/best remembrance of their time at Champion
Schools. Here are a few of them.

Ron Hancharik ‘72 - ”My most cherished
memory is pitching in the 1971 Regional
Semi-final game against Waynedale which
we won in a very close game, 1 to 0. Overall, I remember with great joy the accomplishments of the 1971 and 1972 Golden
Flashes baseball teams under the leadership of CHS Hall of Fame Manager, Bill
Thorne.”
George Trotogott ‘69 - “Simply a great
time in history and place to grow up!”

John Senkowitz, Jr. ‘83 - “My final
football play as a Champion Flash was
a 27 yard field goal to beat Jefferson
10-7 with no time left on the clock.
This was only my seoncd attempt of
the season and honestly, if I had to
kick it 9 more times, I‟m certain in my
heart I could not pull that one off
again.
The relationship I enjoyed with all my
coaches, Bill Thorne, John Gibson,
Arne Salo, Channing Jackson, Doug
Deas & Tom Neighbarger to name a
significant few, I have carried with me
and remain today.”
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A Message from the President …

Champion Alumni
Association Core
Committee 2011
Phyllis Emery Berlic „48
Russella Carr Cheredar „62
Nancy Weir Countryman „65
Carolee Beard Fowler ‟57
Shirley Howard Horsley „55
Jack Mahan „62
Skipp Maynor „62

by Stan Petrick ‘67

The Champion Alumni Association is set
to host the 2013 Hall of Fame induction.
Eleven were chosen to be honored in a
combined athletic and achievement induction. The ceremony will be held at
Enzo‟s Banquet Center—2918 Elm Road
on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2013. Social hour
begins at 1:00 p.m. and the luncheon at
2:00 p.m. Inductees are:
FOR ACHIEVEMENT

Rebecca Mahan Miller „97

Chris Gilger of Cortland, OH -‟73

Kay Wolfe O‟Donnell „67

Morgan Tracey of Lake Placid, NY -‟99

Stan Petrick „67
Ruby Kinnison Ramsey „55
Edie Haines Sampson „48
Roger Samuelson „55

Richard Day of Springfield, VA- ‟70
Gerald Guy of Palm Coast, FL - „67
Dr. Zachary Veres of Warren, OH - „95

Robert Snyder ‟66
Carolyn Stear ‟66

James Krisher of Warren, OH - Coach

Darlene Durst Vasbinder „67

Mark Senkowitz of Cortland, OH - „89

Cheryl Elser Vogan „62
T. Michael Wilkinson „65

Ron Hancharik of Charlotte, NC - „72
George Trotogott of Ooltewah, TN „69
Gerald Vesey (deceased) - „51
Tickets are $30.00 for adults, $15.00
for children 4-12 and under 4 are free.
Tickets can be purchased by contacting Carolyn Stear at 330 847-2338,
Ruby Ramsey at 330 847-8275, Becky
Mahan Miller at 330 847-0258, or Stan
Petrick at 330 646-1555. Please attend and help us honor these distinguished guests.

GO FLASHES!
Stan Petrick ‘67

FOR ATHLETICS

Ruth Kiser Van Sice „58

Kay Dueber Verch ‟69

John Senkowitz of Acworth, GA - „83

Coming Together is a Beginning,
Keeping Together is Progress,
Working Together is Success.

Alumni Fundraising Efforts Continue

Michele Dicks Yartz ‟60

Every second brings
A fresh beginning.

Every hour holds
a new promise.

Every night of our dreaming
can bring hope, and

Every day is what you
choose to make it.

If you would like to order a t-shirt, hoody, crew sweatshirt or polo, contact Becky Miller
‘99 at 330 847-0258 or Russ Cheredar ‘62 at 330 847-7918 for ordering information and
price lists. Shirt orders can be mailed to recipients for a minimal cost for shipping. Colors
available are purple, gold and gray with Champion large or small logos.

“A happy
life consists
in tranquility
of mind.”
~Cicero

Officers for the Champion
Alumni Association 2011

President: Stan Petrick ’67
330 889-0218
V. Pres.: Skipp Maynor ‘62
Sec: Becky Mahan Miller ‘99
330 847-0258
Treas.: Ruby Kinnison Ramsey ‘55
330 847-8275

“Life is a succession of lessons, which
must be lived
to be understood.”
~Ralph Waldo
Emerson

Excerpt from Oct. 1980 Newsletter from John R. Leeper,
Supt. Of Champion Schools– 1974-1990:
“Champion Schools opened their doors on September 2 to 2,469 students,
grades K-12. The preliminary enrollment figures for the first week of classes
reflected a decline of 84 students compared to last year’s statistics for a similar
period of time.
The student population has been declining gradually since the early 70’s. It is
also interesting to note that current enrollment is almost equal to the number of
students enrolled during the 1962/63 school year. The largest enrollment in the
history of our school system was 2.985 students in 1972/73.
A review of the school attendance records back to 1921 was informative. During that year Champion had 228 students enrolled. In 1940, attendance was
440 and in 1950, 887 students were attending our schools.
We extend our congratulations and sincere appreciation to the Champion Lions
Club and Champion Historical Society for their perseverance and ultimate completion of the School House #3 restoration project. The dedication of this historical facility was most impressive and well received by our community.”

The Flash Back
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Memories -

(cont’d)
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1928-1929 Champion Boys Basketball Team Member Photos

Jim Krisher (Coach) - “All the
great players that I helped develop!”
Richard Day ‘70 - “The Champion School system was a great
community to learn and exercise many skills and become
involved in a multitude of activities. My best remembrance was
the quality of the staff, which
exercised care and concern for
all students, set boundaries, and
served as positive role models.
Beyond the dedication of the
staff, I learned lifelong skills of
teamwork, hard work, and sharing recognition with your teammates in the sports programs,
which allowed me to maintain
lifelong friendships.

In Memoriam
Remember me when I have gone away,
Gone far away into the silent land, When
you can no more hold me by the hand…
(“Remembrance” by Christine Rossi)
Champion Graduates
Charles R. Banks ‘45
Larry Durch ‘60
Eloy M. Rodriguez ‘71
Elizabeth Jean Hill ‘39
Raymond E. Sweeney III ‘59
Megan Bubon Young ‘99
James R. Knepper ‘52
Susan Martin Pack ‘78
Long-Time Champion Residents
Remembered
Wayne C. Kuszmaul
Betty L. Hess Downing
John A. DeBon III
Leon M. Walk
Sally L. Nigrin
Onnilee Haggerty
Anthony P. Capranica, Sr.
Thelma L. Durst
William C. Davies

Pictured L to R: Stanley Sliver, Raymond Williams, and Frank Kolar

“The boys basketball team opened its season at home on December 6, 1928 at home with
a decisive victory over Mecca; score 51 to 21. On January 4, the boys went to Mineral
Ridge to play. This was during holiday season, and the coach and some of the players were
not present, and some of the boys had been working hard all day so the team was not in
condition to play. The boys lost by a score of 25 to 29. We lost our second game on
January 25 to Lordstown on their floor. This seemed due mostly to a slump. The boys
could roll the ball over the hoop, around the hoop, but could not roll it through. We lost
by two points, score 25 to 27.
Up to the present time the boys have lost games by a total of 6 points, and outscored
their opponents by more than 100 points.
We are very optimistic about next season, though we lose one man (and a good one),
Frank Kolar, through graduation. The boys have had a very successful season, disregarding
the fact that the coach and the boys did not get together until time for the season to start,
and some of the boys did not get out until late. The B squad has a standing of better than
700, so we feel that next season should be a better season than the present one.”
The above photos and article are from the Trumbull County Schools’ Yearbook in 1928/1929. This book is very impressive hard cover volume that
covered all the high schools in Trumbull County.

2013 Alumni Scholarship Recipients
Pictured right:
Bob Snyder
„66, presenter;
Darian Rogers,
James Dorsey,
Lyndsae Likens, and Eric
Sindledecker,
(2013 recipients; and Russ
Carr Cheredar
„62, presenter.
Each recipient
received a
$500.00 scholarship.

F LASH B ACK ...D O Y OU
R EMEMBER W HEN ?

The Champion Alumni
Association

Bridging the Past into the Future
Phone: 330 847-2338—Carolyn Stear
Fax: 330 847-2336
E-mail: carolyn.stear@neomin.org
Ruby Ramsey at wanderer02@aol.com
School Web Page: www.championlocal.org
Click on Alumni Association

Membership Application for the Champion Alumni Association, Inc.
Make checks payable to: THE CHAMPION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.
“Those were the days my friend, I thought they’d never end…”
Send to Carolyn Stear, Champion Alumni Assocation-5759 Mahoning Ave. NW, Warren, OH 44483, FAX: 330 847-2336, PH: 330 847-2338
Name____________________________________ Maiden Name__________________ Class Year_______Email_______________________
Street_____________________________________________________________________________ City____________________________
State____________________________ Zip _________________ Phone ____________________________
Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________

Yearly Membership-($10) Number of years _____ @ $10 = ___________
I wish to become a Life Member. Enclosed is my check for $100.00.
I am 65 years old or older. I understand my life membership contribution is $50.00, check enclosed.
Other donation $

You can help by supporting your Alumni Association through financial gifts both large and small.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
1.

2.

Life membership includes: Donor‟s
name permanently inscribed on Life
Member Plaque displayed at CHS,
laminated Membership Card and
future issues of newsletters sent to
your address. Your name will be listed
in a future issue of The Flash Back
Newsletter upon becoming a member
of the Champion Alumni Association.

Open house for Champion Alumni Association
to reveal their new room at Champion High
School on Thursday, Oct. 17, 2013 during conferences from 4:00-7:30 p.m.
Combined Achievement/Athletic Hall of Fame
Induction—November 2, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.
(social time) at Enzo’s Restaurant on Elm Rd.

New Alumni Members
Life Members

Leonard W. Ramsey
„59
1 Year Member

Robert J. Palmer „79
Troy Hutchins „66

“The outer conditions of a person’s life will always be
found to reflect their inner beliefs.” ~Denis Waitley

Champion Schools’ Senior Citizens
Advisory Council News
“FALL FEST 2013” will be held on Thursday, October 24, 2013 at the Champion Middle School
Gym beginning at 11:00 a.m. The event is sponsored by the Champion Senior Citizens Advisory
Council and Champion Local Schools and is
open to all senior citizen residents of Champion
(60 years or over). The cost for the luncheon and
awards program is $3.00 at the door. The
“Champion Senior Citizen of the Year” will be
revealed/honored by the Rotary Club of Champion. Menu includes: Creamed chicken over
mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, salad,
rolls with butter, beverage, and apple crisp for
dessert. For a reservation call Carolyn Stear at
330 847-2338 by Monday, October 21, 2013.

